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SuMMarY
The Middle East	and	North	Africa	is	again	a	profoundly	different	place	than	it	
was in December 2010 or even in January 2011. The biggest development is 
the downfall of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak as a result of the uprising in 
Tunisia that brought down President Ben Ali. As a population with over 80 million 
people and a major strategic power, the success of the uprising exponentially 
increases the momentum of protesters in the region that has existed since 
Tunisia’s Jasmine Revolution.

Major unrest has struck almost every single country in the Middle East and it 
has spread as far as China, Albania, Belarus and Venezuela. The governments 
in	 the	 region	 are	 now	engaged	 in	 a	 delicate	 balancing	 act	 of	 offering	major	
concessions while at times ordering security forces to use violence to disperse 
escalating demonstrations. Every government is closely watching developments 
in the entire region to determine their own course of action. Countries like Bahrain 
and	Yemen	have	offered	major	concessions,	including	economic	aid	packages	
and more political freedom, while the Libyan government has chosen to use 
an incredible amount of violence. The fate of these governments will determine 
what the leaders in the region decide are the best ways to stay in power.
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Opportunities
The overall demand for liberalization can open the door to Foreign Direct Investment 
as economic openness is demanded and governments resort to economic reforms to 
reduce internal stresses.
The	demand	for	political	liberalization	can	permit	a	better	flow	of	information	and	ideas,	
allowing for a proliferation of voices and opinions.
Western support for those demanding reforms can decrease hostility, particularly 
towards the U.S., over the perception that it is not committed to human rights and has 
imperialistic motivations.

Risks
Islamists like the Muslim Brotherhood could come to power because of the desire for a 
greater role for Islam in public life, their superior organization and in some cases, a desire 
for some elements of governance based on Sharia law.
Anarchy could result as protesters clash with security forces. This can lead to instability 
that	negatively	affects	world	markets	and	potentially	result	in	the	damaging	of	oil	facilities.
The increased power of the populations could result in foreign policies more hostile to 
the West and more favorable to Iran.

Dependencies
The	appeal	of	the	Islamist	parties	and	political	figures.	It	is	possible	that	the	population	
will	not	 feel	 the	 Islamist	candidates	are	qualified	to	 improve	the	economy	or	carry	out	
reform or may simply question their agenda once campaigning is underway.
The loyalty of the security forces. This is an important factor as they are the ones given the 
responsibility to ensure the survival of the governments, but they may defect if ordered 
to become violent.
The unity of the opposition. Division can weaken the opposition and strengthen the 
government and lead to dysfunction during a power vacuum.
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